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Freedom of press amendment

Freedom of the press — the right to report news or spread opinions without censorship by the government — has been recognized by the Founding Fathers of the United States as one of the great bastions of freedom. Americans enjoy freedom of the press as one of the rights guaranteed by the First Amendment. However, new technologies have created new challenges for
media freedom. The First Amendment, which protects freedom of the press, was adopted on 15 December 1791 under the Rights Act. The Bill of Rights provides constitutional protection for certain individual freedoms, including freedom of the press, freedom of expression, freedom of religion and the right to gather and petition the government. The origins of the Free Press Before
thirteen colonies declared independence from Britain, the British government tried to censor the American media by banning newspapers from publishing unfavorable information and opinions. One of the first court cases concerning press freedom in America took place in 1734. British Gov. William Cosby has filed a defamation lawsuit against The New York Weekly Journal's
publisher, John Peter Zenger, for publishing comments critical of the Cosby government. Zenger was acquitted. Cato's Letters American free press ideals can be traced back to Cato's Letters, a collection of essays criticizing the British political system that have been published extensively throughout pre-evolutionary America.The essays were written by Britons John Trenchard and
Thomas Gordon. They were published under the pseudonym Cato from 1720 to 1723. (Cato was a statesman and an outspoken critic of corruption in the late Roman Republic.) Essays evoke corruption and tyranny in the British government. A generation later, Cato's Letters were often cited in newspapers in American colonies as a source of revolutionary political ideas. Virginia
was the first state to formally protect the press. The Virginia Declaration of Rights of 1776 stated: Freedom of the press is one of the greatest bastions of freedom and can never be restrained, but by tyrannical rule. More than a decade later, Virginia Representative (and later President of the United States) James Madison will borrow from this declaration when drafting the First
Amendment.Media Freedom And National Security In 1971, United States military analyst Daniel Ellsberg gave copies of classified documents to The New York Times. The documents, which would become known as Pentagon documents, detailed a top-secret Study of the Department of Defense's political and military involvement in Vietnam from 1945 to 1967.The Pentagon
Papers exposed government knowledge, that war would cost more lives than the public was informed and revealed that the presidential administration of Harry Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson all misled the public about the degree of U.S. involvement in Vietnam the government received a court order The Times has since published
further excerpts from articles claiming that the published material was a threat to national security. A few weeks later, the U.S. government tried to block the publication of the documents in the Washington Post, but this time the courts refused. The New York Times Co. against the United States, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the newspapers, allowing The New York Times
and The Washington Post to publish the contents of the Pentagon Papers without the risk of further government censorship. Former CIA employee Edward Snowden leaked classified documents from the National Security Administration to newspapers in the UK, US and Germany in 2013. His leaks revealed several government surveillance programs and launched a global debate
about government espionage. Some denounced Snowden as a traitor, while others supported his actions, calling him a whistleblower and a defender of media freedom. Freedom of the press around the world In 2017, the American nonprofit Freedom House found that only 13 percent of the world's population enjoys a free press — a media environment where political news is
robust and uncensored and the safety of journalists is guaranteed. The 10 worst rated countries and territories in the world are Azerbaijan, Crimea, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, Syria, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.The United States seized 37 of the 199 countries and territories in 2017 in terms of press freedom. Norway, the Netherlands and Sweden were
the best countries in the ranking. SOURCE Origins of freedom of expression and the press; Maryland Law Review. Freedom of the Press 2017; Freedom. First Amendment: Congress does not establish a law respecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting its free exercise; or reducing freedom of expression or the press; or the right of people to peacefully gather, and to ask
the government for redress. Some raised the question of whether the freedom of expression clause and the free press clause are coexist or whether it will arrive when the other does not. Much has been discussed, for example, about whether the institutional press has the right to greater freedom from government regulations or restrictions than non-press people, groups or
associations. Judge Stewart argued: The First Amendment speaks separately of freedom of speech and freedom of the press, not a constitutional case, but an acknowledging of the critical role that the press plays in American society. The Constitution requires sensitivity to this role and to the specific needs of the press in its effective exercise.1 But, as Chief Justice Burger wrote:
The Court has not yet explicitly ruled on whether the press clause grants the institutional press any freedom from government restrictions that are not enjoyed by everyone else.2 Several holdings of the Court strongly point to the conclusion that the press clause does not confer powers on the press that force the government to provide or otherwise give the press access to
information that the general public generally does not have.3 There is no right of the press to be treated other in kind than treatment to which any other member of the public may be subject.4 Generally applicable rules do not affect the First Amendment simply because their enforcement of the press has incidental effects.5 However, when it seems obvious that to some extent the
press, by reason of its role in disseminating news and information , has the right to respect, to which others have no right, that its role constitutionally entitles it to the sensitivity of the government, to use the word Of Judge Stewart.6 It is difficult to say what difference such sensitivity can have in decision-making. The most interesting possibility is the First Amendment protecting
defamation in good faith.7 Judge Stewart argued, that Sullivan's privilege is solely the right of the free press, denying that the constitutional theory of freedom of expression gives an individual immunity from liability for defamation or slander.8 To ensure that in all previous cases the Supreme Court has been settled, the defendant has been, in some way, with press,9 but the Court's
decision in First National Bank of Boston v. Bellotti said that corporations have the right to assert First Amendment speech guarantees against federal and, through fourteenth amendment, legislation, evaporates the alleged conflict between protecting the speech clause of individuals and protecting the press clause of press corporations as well as press people.10 The issue, the
Court wrote in Bellotti, was not what constitutional rights corporations have, but whether a speech that is limited is protected by the First Amendment because of its social importance. Since bellotti's speech was about speaking out about the conduct of government affairs, it was protected regardless of its source; while the First Amendment protects and promotes individual
expression as a worthy objective, it also ensures and equally importantly ensures that the public has access to discussions, debates and the dissemination of information and ideas. Despite Bellotti's insistcing on the political nature of the contentious speech, it is clear that the same principle — the right of the public to receive information — governs non-political, corporate
speech.11 The press was supposed to serve the governing, not the governors. — U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black at the New York Times Co. against the United States (1971) Freedom of the press, protected by the First Amendment, is crucial for a democracy in which the government is accountable to the people. The free media function as a watchdog that can
investigate and report government abuses. It is also a vibrant market for ideas, a tool for ordinary citizens to express themselves and gain exposure to a wide range of information and opinions. The emergence of a national security state and the spread of new created new challenges for media freedom. The government has launched an unprecedented crackdown on
whistleblowers, targeting journalists in order to find their sources. Whistleblowers face trial under the World War I Espionage Act for leaks to the press in the public interest. In the face of a growing surveillance apparatus, journalists must move on to new efforts to protect the sources and, consequently, the public's right to knowledge. The ACLU has played a key role in defending
press freedom, from our role in the landmark Pentagon Papers case to our defense of whistleblower Edward Snowden and our support for the new Media Shield Act. When freedom of the press is harmful, it is much more difficult to hold our government to account when it makes a wrong or crosses. exceedances.
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